
Middlesex Community College 
ENG 222, American Literature II (CRN #3237) Online Course Syllabus 

 

 
      
Instructor:  Christine Ruggiero, Professor and English Discipline Coordinator 
 
My Office:  Snow Hall, Room 520; Office Phone:  (860) 343-5878; Mailbox:  Founder's Hall              
 
The best way to reach me is through E-mail.  If you have a question on a specific 
assignment which I may need to look at Blackboard Course Content in order to answer, 
then you should e-mail me in Blackboard.  However, for inquiries that do not require my 
looking at Blackboard files, for quick questions and a more immediate response, e-mail 
me at cruggiero@mxcc.edu  E-mails sent to this address go directly to my cell phone which I 
check often. Expect responses within 24 hours, depending on the time of the e-mail.  
 
Office Hours:  Tuesday:  8:30-9:30 & 12:30-2:00; Wednesday, 9:30-11:00; Thursday, 8:30-9:30 
& 12:30-1:30; other times by appointment 
 
Required Text:  Norton Anthology of American Literature (Shorter, 1865-present, V2).  

  
Course Description: 
 

ENG*222, American Literature II (3 
credits)  
Gen Ed Competencies: Critical 
Analysis & Logical Thinking, Written 
Communication in English 

 
Reading and analysis of major works of American literature from 
the mid-nineteenth century through the present.  Focus on 
literary and historical context, close reading, and interpretation.  
Researched essays are required.  Prerequisite: Either 
ENG*101ALP, ENG*101E, or ENG*101 and either ENG*102 or 
ENG*110. (Updated Fall 2017) (Fulfills an “L” course 

requirement for students who enrolled in a degree program prior to the Fall 2016 semester.) 
 

Scope of Course:  This course introduces students to a survey of American Literature from 
1865-present, exploring the relationship between authors and the literary movements and 
historical contexts of the various periods.  Readings, which will consist of diverse works (poetry, 
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short fiction, prose, and novels ) are selected to extend students' understanding of American 
culture through what they reveal and reflect about the American experience.  At each turn, we 
will unpack the question "What makes American Literature American?" (Hathaway, WVU).        
 
 

Unit 

No 

 

 

Instructional Unit 
Specific Outcomes of Instructional Unit 

 

(The specific objectives reflect the behavioral outcomes, which include what the student 

will be able to do at the completion of the unit.  Evaluation is then to be based on the 

student's accomplishment of these objectives.  Assume that each statement is prefixed with 

"The student will".) 

  

Reading matter 

 

 

Discovery 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Analysis 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing 

 

 

➢ read works of recognized merit in American prose and 

poetry from 1865-present 

 

 

➢ learn to recognize the distinguishing characteristics of 

significant literary periods and movements 

➢ learn about the historical, social, cultural, and creative 

contexts that  influence the writing of literature from period 

to period   

➢ learn about the relationship between the literature and the 

lives of the writers 

   

➢ learn to interpret literature on the basis of textual evidence 

➢ learn to recognize and understand the value of standard 

literary elements and devices within literary works 

➢ learn to recognize conventional themes within and among 

literary works 

 

➢ write examinations and/or papers that demonstrate a grasp of 

the elements listed above, and will do so in acceptable prose 

 

 

 
 

Course Requirements:  
 
Reading: Students will be expected to 
do a lot of reading in a week, 50 pages 
or more. This means you must be 
motivated to know (not bullshit know) 
rather than to pretend or plagiarize.  
Since the font is small and readings are 
longer than you may be used to, this 
number is equivalent to reading about 
80 pages (or more) per week.  You are expected to do the same number of hours of 
studying/work per week in this online format as you would in a traditional “ground” course, 9 
hours at a minimum.  This type of course requires a lot of time to read the texts, to sit with them, 



and to re- read them as many times as you need in order to help you with comprehension.  You 
will also be required to read documents and articles from weblinks, watch videos as well as to 
view slides to support understanding literary movements, and social and historical contexts.  
And in order to succeed in the course, you will need to annotate a text.   
 
Annotating and Identifying with a text: 
 

➢ Read expecting not to entirely understand everything that is being said.  Rather, look for 
clues (indicators) of the author’s ideas, the patterns and rhythms of that particular way of 
seeing and interpreting the subject, context clues, and look up words/references for how 
they are being used and what they mean. Reread. 

 
➢ Imagine your own familiar settings through the images, metaphors, and ideas. 

 
➢ Mark texts. Or journal. Make notes in the margins about areas that seem interesting or 

mysterious or difficult.  A mark is a way of saying, “This is something I find fascinating,” 
“This is something I might want to work on later.” Marking selections as you read them 
will give you a working record of what, at the first moment of reading, you felt might be 
worth a second reading. 

 
➢ Note key words or phrases, and keep notes of your account of what an author might 

mean when he/she uses these terms. Be open to looking up words you don’t fully 
understand.  Be honest with yourself about vocabulary—you know if you know what a 
word means or doesn’t, so don’t fool yourself by neglecting to understand as much as 
you can.  You should find deeper meaning after looking up references/words. 

 
➢ Indicate places in the text where you would interrupt the author in order to ask him or her 

questions.  Jot down these questions.  Especially note, what, for you, are key moments. 
 

➢ Research everything you don’t know or are unsure of that is mentioned in a text:  every 
allusion and reference. 
 

➢ Use the course handouts and provided links and videos to help you understand more 
fully why you’re reading particular works by particular authors. 
 

 

 



 
 

Weekly Responses:  Students will read, read, read, and then answer a critical response 
question or fulfill a catalyst for discussion posting.  Critical Responses require more depth and 
therefore demand more time and words, weighing more in assessment; however, both types of 
writing will be evidence-based.  Both Discussion Catalysts and Critical Responses will be based 
upon required readings and specific prompts.  At times, you’ll have an option of which 
discussion forum to join; other times, all students will respond to the same topic. The writing you 
do should not center on if you liked or disliked a text or what may be confusing about the text -- 
save for the questions forum-- but rather on aspects of analysis, responding directly to the 
prompt assigned.  You will be asked to read a document, view slides, and/or watch a video and 
apply what you’ve learned to the literature.  Late responses will not be accepted.   

 
 
Three Literary Analysis Papers (revision is optional for the first two papers):   
You will write thesis-driven evidence-based literary analysis papers, demonstrating close 
reading and argumentative strategies. At times, secondary, literary criticism will be required. 
Essays must be double-spaced. Use only Times New Roman, font 12 or Arial, font 11; and do 
not submit papers that are more than double-spaced.  Be sure all papers follow MLA format:  
your name, title of assignment appears on your papers.  I will not accept papers that do not 
include a name or assignment title.  These are for you to supply.  Every paper should be titled 
as well (this is the title of your paper, the one you choose, not the title of the assignment), and 
the title should appear centered. These papers must follow MLA for in-text citations and for 
documentation (Works Cited). 

 
➢ I will NOT accept late papers (except for documented extenuating circumstances). 

Assignment drop boxes will be locked at the due date time.  If you are having difficulty, 
rather than continue alone in your frustration, come and see me; make an appointment.  
I can’t help you unless I know you need it.  You have to be your own advocate and seek 
me out.  Some of my fondest memories are of sitting with my English professors talking 
about literature and how to improve my papers.   
 

➢ If you revise your first two papers, in order to receive a “higher” grade on the revision, 
you must demonstrate substantial additions or changes to content and all around, 
perhaps in organization or topic sentences—to whatever areas I identify on the first draft 
as needing attention.  I will not give a “higher” grade for a so-called revision that reflects 
changes made only to grammar/spelling/punctuation errors which I pointed out and/or 
helped to fix on the first draft.  Spelling, punctuation, and other mechanics of writing are 
your responsibility.  With the given prerequisites, my expectations are that you know 
essay structure, that you understand how to develop a thesis and support it, paragraph 
body and integrate sources.  I will announce when revisions are due, usually within one 
week after I’ve handed back the first drafts. 

 

Getting Help:  Boost your grade - ask for help if you need it.  
 

➢ From Me:  Please seek my assistance regarding any 

aspect of this course with which you may experience 

difficulty. See me during my office hours or ask for an 

appointment outside of those hours. 

 



➢ From ASC Tutors:  From getting started, to organizing your ideas, to proofreading, 

tutors at our Academic Success Center (Learning Commons, Chapman Hall) are 

available to help you. Visit the following link for more information:  https://mxcc.edu/asc/  

 

➢ From the Librarians:  The librarians are eager to assist students with any aspect of 

research, such as how to access/use the library guides and databases, and with help 

with MLA documentation. For more information on the library, such as hours and 

services, visit: https://mxcc.edu/library/ 

ACADEMIC HONESTY:  PLAGIARISM AND CHEATING ARE 
PROHIBITED.  YOU MAY FACE DISCIPLINE OR DISMISSAL FOR THESE 
AND OTHER ACTS OF ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT. 

At Middlesex Community College, we expect the highest standards of academic honesty. Academic 
misconduct is prohibited in accordance with the Board of Regents Policy on Student Conduct, Part D, 
Section 1. This policy prohibits plagiarism, defined as the submission of work by a student for academic 
credit as one’s own work of authorship which contains work of another author without appropriate 
attribution, and all forms of cheatingincluding not limited to: (i) use of any unauthorized assistance in 
taking quizzes, tests or examinations; (ii) use of sources beyond those authorized by the instructor in 
writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems or carrying out other assignments; (iii) the acquisition, 
without permission, of tests or other academic material belonging to a member of the College/University 
faculty or staff; and (iv) engaging in any other behavior specifically prohibited by a faculty member in the 
course syllabus. 

➢ Plagiarism comes in two forms:  unintentional, and intentional, when a student is aware 
of the crime.  An intentional act of plagiarism (depending on the scope and magnitude) 
will land a student a failing grade for the assignment without the chance to make it up, or 
a failing grade for the course (subject to dean’s consultation).  Avoid Plagiarism:  do the 
work, do it yourself, and get help if you need it. Paraphrase, use direct quotes, properly 
citing and documenting where appropriate, in MLA format. It’s one thing to use a source 
for understanding but another, entirely, to copy and paste from it and say it’s your own. 
 

Grading/Assessment: Keep track of your grades on Blackboard. 
 
Catalysts for Discussion:    50 points      
Critical Response Writing:  150 points        
Literary Analysis Paper 1:  200 points (Realism/Naturalism) 
Literary Analysis Paper 2:  200 points (Modernism) 
Literary Analysis Paper 3:   200 points (Postmodernism) 
 
Total:      800 points 
 
**There is no make-up work unless you provide written documentation of illness or emergency. 
I do not give incompletes unless in the most extreme cases. In the case of withdrawal, try to 
seek me out/your advisor prior to withdrawing to see if there is something we can work out in 
order for you to persist in the course. Keep in mind that if you disappear from the course, you 
will receive an F, no matter what. It is your responsibility to seek a withdrawal. The last day to 
withdraw is Monday, November 11 (instructor’s signature required). 
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College Policies: 
For information about the college's policies and procedures regarding academic honesty, 

accessibility/disability services, attendance, audio-recording in the classroom, grade appeals, 

plagiarism, religious accommodations, weather and emergency closings, and more, please go 

to the following website: (https://mxcc.edu/catalog/academic-policies/ 

NON-DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT: 

Middlesex Community College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religious creed, 
age, sex, national origin, marital status, ancestry, present or past history of mental disorder, 
learning disability or physical disability, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression or 
genetic information in its programs and activities. In addition, the College does not discriminate 
in employment on the additional basis of veteran status or criminal record. The following people 
have been designated to handle inquiries or complaints regarding non-discrimination policies 
and practices: 

Primary Title IX Coordinator Ricardo Barrett, Counselor, Career Development & Counseling 
Center rbarrett@mxcc.edu; 860-343-5823; Founders Hall Room 121 

Secondary Title IX Coordinator Anastasia Pych, Director of Human Resources 
apych@mxcc.edu; 860-343-5751; Founders Hall Room 115 

 

 

 
❖ This is an online course. However, it is not at your own pace. I will make assignments 

available one week prior to their due dates (sometimes more). Under course content 
there are folders that indicate homework due dates (what is due and when).  Course 
content folders will provide directions for readings and writing requirements, handouts, 
and links and videos when applicable.  

 
My online presence:  Generally (but not as a rule of thumb), I will be online once in the morning 
and once in the evening, checking e-mail, answering any non-technical questions as they arise.  
 
If I forget something, such as to make a document available, or unlock a discussion board, 
please do not panic; that’s called human error. And, as soon as I recognize an error or one is 
pointed out to me, I will work to correct it as quickly as possible and you will never be penalized, 
in this instance. If you don’t hear back from me right away, keep in mind that I am probably in 
my ground classes or otherwise indisposed but will check-in again at a later time.  
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Directions based upon FAQs:  
 

1. How to title your work: Titles of your documents should include your first initial, full last 
name, and the assignment title. For example, if your name is Cindy Johnson and you are 
submitting your first essay assignment, you would title your word document: 
cjohnsonlitpaper1  

 
2. How to submit work: Written work should be submitted to the drop boxes (unless 
otherwise indicated). If they are not submitted as a word document attachment, you will 
get a zero for that assignment.  I will include a note with the grade explaining that I 
couldn’t open the document.  I cannot use track changes to make comments when you 
copy and paste your work into discussion postings or e-mail or try to send me a google 
invite). Remember to attach as a word or rich text document (not as notepad, etc.) If you 
do not have word, you can download it for free from your college e-mail by following 
these instructions: 
http://supportcenter.ct.edu/Service/Office365/Accessing_Student_Advantage.pd  

 
3. When to submit work:  Most assignments will be given a due date of 11:59 on Friday 
and Sunday.  On Sunday, I will release work for the week, on Friday you you’re your 
discussion paragraphs (graded); on Sunday you comment to peers by 11:59, and then 
new work is released again, and so forth.  You have a lot of reading so you can plan 
your reading for each week.  However, you must login several times each week in order 
to keep up with reading documents, viewing slides or weblinks.  Signing on once a week 
and spending only an hour or two is not a path to success. 

 
4. How to boost your grade: Make an appointment to see me; seek tutoring assistance at 
the Academic Support Center (ASC), which is in the Learning Commons, first floor 
Chapman Hall; seek out the librarians; ask questions; and read/watch all of the 
materials, and re-read as necessary.  Manage your time well for reading and allowing 
time for writing your paragraphs for discussions.  These should be polished pieces of 
writing, not slapped together last minute.  You should write in some document format, 
proofread carefully and draft and revise (allowing a day or more); and revise your first 
two papers!    

 
5.  Additional points:  One or two times during the semester, there will be poetry 
readings/events on campus for which your attendance and/or participation will earn you 
3 points, added to your final grade at the end of the semester, so look for these 
announcements and incentives. 
 
Course Schedule Overview: Each Week’s Readings and Writing Assignments are 
housed in Course Content Folders with Due Dates (released each week) 
 
Unit I:  Realism/Naturalism – first five weeks, Sept.  -  Oct. 
Unit II:  Modernism – 2nd five weeks, Oct. – Nov. 
Unit II:  Postmodernism, 3rd five weeks, Nov.-Dec. 
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