CONNECTICUT BOARD OF REGENTS FOR HIGHER EDUCATION

APPLICATION FOR DISCONTINUATION OF EXISTING PROGRAM (Public Higher Education Institutions) - 01/20/12

SECTION 1:  GENERAL INFORMATION
	 Institution:   Middlesex Community College
	Date of Submission to BOR Office:       

	Discontinued Program:  Forensic Science Track of Biotechnology Program    CIP:           DHE# (if available):         Accreditation Date:  Reaccredited March 2014; Next Evaluation Fall 2022
Phase Out /Teach Out Period  Fall 2014-Spring 2016     Expected Date of Program Termination Fall 2016

	Program Characteristics

Name of Program:   Forensic Science Track of the Biotechnology Program
Degree:  Title of Award (e.g. Master of Arts)   Associates of Science    

Certificate: (specify type and level)         

Modality of Program:     On ground      Online   X Combined

	Institution's Unit (e.g. School of Business) and Location (e.g. main campus) Offering the Program: Science, Allied Health and Engineering Division; main campus

	Institutional Contact for this Proposal:  Dr. Steven Minkler
	Title:  Dean of Academic Affairs
	Tel.: 860.343.5706

e-mail: sminkler@mxcc.edu  


BOR REVIEW STATUS (For Office Use Only - please leave blank)
	BOR Sequence Number (to be assigned):       
Log of BOR Steps Towards Discontinuation Approval:          

	Resolution number for BOR Approval:           Date of Approval:       
Conditions for Discontinuation Approval (if any)       


SECTION 2:  RATIONALE AND JUSTIFICATION FOR PROGRAM DISCONTINUATION
	Narrative 

Please consider whether discontinuation a) occurs in the context of a related academic improvement, e.g., the merging of programs with declining enrollment/completions into a new program that effectively addresses relevant state needs and students' interests; b) emerge as a result of the periodic Academic Program Review for all programs at each institution, under the guidance of existing BOR policy; c) other institutional considerations such as redirecting capacity, adoption of new mission, etc.  Provide any quantitative information in support of the discontinuation, including any relevant financial information. Program discontinuation should not impact state priorities for workforce preparation.
As part of our current efforts to update, revise, and revitalize our biotechnology degree program, our first step is to remove the forensic science track. This program revision is an outcome of careful review that was spurred by a federal grant, the Health and Life Sciences Career Initiative, aimed at providing targeted certifications, industry-recognized credentials, and Associate degrees to veterans, Trade Adjusted Assistance (TAA) impacted, dislocated, and other un/under-employed workers statewide for careers in health and life sciences through implementation of evidence-based program strategies such as curriculum innovation.
We recommend removing the forensic science track, as it is no longer a necessary addition to the biotechnology program, nor is it sufficient in training students for a career in forensic science at the associates’ level. Graduates can be employed in forensic science positions using a regular biotechnology degree. For those types of jobs, the biotechnology skill set is necessary and the three criminal justice courses that the track required do not add substantially to the skill set of a laboratory technician. More importantly, all forensic positions can utilize the laboratory skills taught, and should have the courses that are not included in the forensic science track, e.g. microbiology and the biotechnology internship which both provide students with important skills for employability. Any criminal justice focus that is still desired by a student would be better fulfilled by taking an application oriented course, like a criminalistics course that is currently being developed at our college, or other existing criminal justice courses, as their open elective. This would be a sufficient course for contributing those types of hands-on forensics skills and/or a better understanding of application to criminal justice in addition to the biology laboratory skills they would acquire in the Biotechnology program courses. Based on conversations with industry and academia, the forensic science track is not necessary and the biotechnology one is sufficient and contains a skill set that is more likely to lead to employment.

	Phase Out/Teach Out Strategy 
Please describe how the institution will ensure that students currently enrolled will be provided opportunities to complete the program. Provide quantitative information as needed (e.g. enrollments, any special resources needed, etc.)   

As we currently have students enrolled in the forensic science track (Table 1 below) these student will continue to have the option of graduating within this track for two more years as part of the phase out. This will be accomplished simply because the four courses that differ between the forensic science and regular biotechnology tracks are not being eliminated from the college. The three criminal justice courses are part of the criminal justice degree program here at the college. The fourth course is PHY*110 Introductory Physics, which is also continuing at the college as part of other programs like radiologic technology and Technology Studies: Manufacturing Machine Technology option. We do not foresee any problems in supporting students to completion of the forensic science track.
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